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SHORT 
INFORMATION   

 

Francesca Barbero (FB) graduated in Biological Sciences at the University of Turin and obtained a PhD in Evolutionary 

Biology and Biodiversity Conservation (University of Turin), partly carried out in England. FB is currently Associate 

Professor of Zoology at the Dept. of Life Sciences and Systems Biology (DBIOS). 

FB is and entomologist. The aspect that most characterizes her research is the study of communication and mimicry 

mechanisms implemented in host-parasite interactions and, more generally, in multitrophic systems that involve plants 

or microorganisms and insects. Another important area of research is the investigation of the biology, ecology and 

conservation of diurnal Lepidoptera and Hymenoptera. 

FB is a member of the doctoral committee of the international PhD on Sustainable Development and Cooperation. FB 

has been invited speaker at national and international conferences and she participated in the organization at several 

national and international conferences. FB has participated or has been responsible for international, national and local 

research projects in the field of entomology and is PI for basic or applied research agreements with parks and private 

companies. FB is the author of publications in JCR journals, publications in non-JCR international and national journals, 

French/English bilingual monographs with foreign editor and book chapters. FB is reviewer for numerous international 

JCR journals, she is Associate Editor for the journal Insect Conservation and Diversity and manuscript manager for the 

Journal of Plant Interactions, she is Topic Editor for the International Journal of Molecular Sciences. 

Since 2013 FB has been a member of the scientific committee for the awarding of the "Young people and science" 

award - national selection for the European Union competition for young scientists and other international events under 

the patronage of the President of the Republic and since 2015 she is a member of the scientific committee for the 

evaluation of national projects "Young Research Teams" (The Romanian National Authority for Scientific Research and 

Innovation through the National Research Council and its Executive Agency for Higher Education, Research, 

Development and Innovation). She is an auditor for national (PRIN) and international projects. She is a member of UZI 

(Italian Zoological Union), SEL (Societas Europea Lepidopterologica) and CSEE (Canadian Society for Ecology & 

Evolution) and founding member of ALI (Italian Lepidopterological Association). She is also a certified specialist for 

BRC Global Standards - Food safety, as counselling for pest control strategy in Food Factories.  

Her team lab now counts one senior researcher, three PhD students and several master and bachelor students.  

Funded PROJECTS (last 5 years - from 2016): 

• 2018-2023. Horizon 2020 Innovation Action programme under grant agreement 776528 “PROGIREG”. NBS8 

Pollinator biodiversity - Citizen science approach for Monitoring Pollinator biodiversity in community-based URBAN 

agriculture (NBS developed by Living labs).  

• 2021-2023. MoVITo – Public Engagement project. Monitoring and Evaluation of Pollinators in the Metropolitan City 

of Turin. Funded by Turin University. 

• 2020-2023. Monitoring and evaluation of the impacts of various control strategies for Cydalima perspectalis on the 

Lepidoptera community in the natural environment with focus on Habitats Directive species. Funded by Ente di 

Gestione delle Aree Protette delle Alpi Cozie. 

• 2020-2022. BILiV - The role of woodlands on the association between insects and yeasts of interest in winemaking). 

Funded by Fondazione Cassa di Risparmio di Torino, Turin, Italy. 

• 2016-2023. Monitor of pest control systems in food industries. Funded by private companies.   

• 2019-2021. Conservation and monitoring of butterfly protected species. Funded by Ente di Gestione delle Aree 

Protette delle Alpi Marittime 

• 2018-2019. Conservation of myrmecophilous species of butterflies. Funded by Ente Gestore del Parco Fluviale Gesso 

e Stura.  
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